4%

Department
for EnVIronment Nobel House T 03459 335577

. 17 Smith Square helpline@defra.gsi.gov.uk
Food & Rural Affairs o SR A S 5
Richard Burden MP
House of Commons
London Your ref: VW\jn\250815\MURR01008
SW1A 0AA : Our ref: MC381860/SC

=\ September 2015
From George Eustice MP

Minister of State

Deor me~ @LA./EDLQJ\t

Thank you for your letter of 25 August on behalf of a number of your constituents about the
siting of CCTV in slaughterhouses.

The Farm Animal Welfare Committee (FAWC) was commissioned by English, Welsh and
Scottish Ministers to produce an independent assessment of the benefits of CCTV in
slaughterhouses. The report was published in February 2015. FAWC concluded that
CCTV can offer some real benefits but that it cannot replace the need for businesses to
have proper monitoring procedures in place and did not recommend legislation. The Food
Standards Agency (FSA) estimates that in Great Britain 94% of cattle, 96% of pig, 90% of
sheep and 99% of poultry throughput now comes from slaughterhouses with CCTV in use
which suggests that it is not necessary to legislate for change to happen. The Government
is exploring ways to encourage take up in the remaining slaughterhouses.
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