Extract from Richard Burden MP speech to: 

Austin Ex Apprentices 74th Reunion Dinner - 2nd December 2007. Raven Hotel, Droitwich Spa.
It’s good to be here talking to people who have Austin in your blood.

People like you have seen so many changes over years at Longbridge and the other plants associated with the Austin name: BMC, BL, Rover and MG Rover. My constituent, Doug Adams from the Austin Village in Northfield, is a mine of information. The President of the Ex Apprentices Association, Tony Ball, is also here. He launched the new Mini in 1959.
I am also told he also launched the Metro on a North Sea Ferry in 1980. It’s good he was not doing it today. We’d have made sure he had to pay a Congestion Charge for that one!
So you have all really seen some changes.

Those of us who go past Longbridge plant today see changes more fundamental than ever before.

Many of the buildings have gone and the irony is that it is only when the land has been cleared that you really get a sense of scale of the factory site.

It underlines how much “the Austin” has shaped not only the lives of those of you worked at the plant, but of the entire community of South West Birmingham.

But times move on. What happened in spring 2005 was a tragedy. The experience of living through it will stay with us all for the rest of our lives, as will the experience of what happened when BMW pulled out 5 years before.

But tonight is not the time to go over all that again other than to make two points:
The first of these concerns the outstanding investigation into the affairs of Phoenix and MG Rover between 2000 and 2005.

For the community move on, there are unanswered questions which need answering. That is why the Government set up an Inquiry under S432 of Companies Act back in 2005.  It was to be the “Rolls Royce” of Inquiries – if you pardon the expression. The inquiry team was to be clearly at arms length from government. It was to be headed by an eminent QC and an eminent accountant. They could go anywhere and demand any information they needed to get to the bottom of what had gone on. This was not a case of the government investigating itself or the government itself investigating anyone else.  The Inquiry was to have independence. That is what was demanded at the time and was important to provide confidence in its integrity. This Inquiry was going to be thorough and there would be no whitewash.
But it is nearly three years since MG Rover collapsed and it is time that that the Inquiry reported. If the Butler or the Hutton reports on issues related to Iraq didn’t take that long, why does this one? 
And it is especially worrying when the cost of Inquiry - £10m approx so far - is starting to equal some of the amounts of MG money whose fate the Inquiry is itself investigating.
The Investigators must whatever they need to do but they should also understand that there is genuine public concern about both the length of time their Inquiry is taking and about its cost. They should understand that they have accountability too. When the Inquiry reports, I want the focus to be on what the report says. Not on how long the Inquiry took and how much it cost.

It is time for the Inquiry to produce its report or to let us know when they do except to do so.

The second issue concerns the Trust Fund that the Phoenix Directors committed themselves to set up. 

I was never one who joined in the chorus of endless condemnation of the Phoenix 4 when they were running MGR, despite the fact I put on record my distaste at some of benefits they were giving themselves.  I put that on record at the time and I do so again today. 
I still want to believe John Towers genuinely wanted to make a go of MGR. 
But if he is to stand any chance of history remembering him in that way, there should be no more delays in the Phoenix 4’s honouring the commitment they publicly made in 2005. That commitment was to ensure that the employees that served them now get the share that they are due from the assets of the Phoenix companies that remained in existence following MGR’s collapse through payments from a Trust Fund. 
It is time for the Phoenix Directors to put that Trust Fund into operation and give the former employees of MG Rover and associated companies the share they were promised. 
Times move on and Longbridge is changing. The days of mass car production at the plant have gone and it is time make the future.

I wish Nanjing Automobile Corporation (perhaps linked with Shanghai Auto in the future) every success at Longbridge and globally. They have a strong brand in MG.

But we are kidding ourselves if we think that the future of Longbridge will be measured by the number of MGTFs or other models that roll off production line there. And I say that as someone who wants to see those cars successful and who himself drives an MGF.
In being world famous for car production, the name Longbridge became synonymous with one of the defining technologies and industries of the 20th century

The redevelopment of Longbridge today is one of the largest regeneration projects in the country. I want it to be synonymous with one of the defining industries of the 21str Century. For the development of environmental innovation and technology.

And there is an automotive link there. UK is still world a leader in performance automotive technology. UK motorsport companies are still world beaters. Lewis Hamilton didn’t win World Championship this year but he will still have a McLaren next year. Unlike England Football team. 
There is a huge cross-over between performance engineering and transport related environmental technologies. 
That is precisely the area in which we can build a real partnership with Nanjing and its partners, and I certainly welcome the interest they have been showing in developing a Research & Development facility at Longbridge. 
The opportunities are massive, not least because China itself faces an urgent need to embed the use of sustainable automotive and other technologies at home to cope with the impact on the environment of its own phenomenal economic growth.

In 2010 Shanghai will host an international Expo on theme of the sustainable city. I want to see the partnership between UK and China at Longbridge as one of the things that is showcased at Shanghai 2010. 

So the opportunities for real partnership are there, and the theme of Longbridge as an environmental exemplar also needs to be up in lights in all aspects redevelopment of the site. 
· In the kinds of firm we try to attract. 
· In the imagination with which we approach much needed redevelopment of Longbridge railway station 
· In the improvement of public transport in the area. 
· In the homes and retail opportunities that are projected to come to the site.
· In the creation of a new college on the site and in the education and training opportunities we develop for those young people who will be the equivalents of the Austin apprentices in the future. 
· That link of past and future can be brought together in a heritage centre right there on the site. 
Everyone has a part to play in this. St Modwen - the private sector developers of the site – have a key role to play. So too does the Regional Development Agency, Advantage West Midlands. So too does the Government and so too does Birmingham City Council and Bromsgrove Council.  So too do bodies like Centro. All say they signed up to these this kind of vision. The point now is to make it that vision happen in reality.
As engineering apprentices you learned in your own work the importance of vision; of getting the theory right; getting the specifications right and getting the planning right. But you also learned that they key thing was to make sure the vision, the theory, the specifications and the planning came together to produce a quality product in practice.
That is just as true today at Longbridge. We need to make sure the vision of regeneration that we all talk about happens in practice.   

It is a pleasure to propose the toast the proud 100 years of motoring and industrial heritage which “the Austin” gave to the UK. 
And because Longbridge will always be “the Austin”, to many of us, the contribution it can make to creating what will become the heritage of the next hundred years. 
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